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Judge Edward “Ed” Bullard Passes Away 
 

 The Santa Barbara Superior Court is deeply saddened and stunned by the sudden 

loss of Judge Ed Bullard who passed away yesterday morning at home.   

 

 Judge Bullard was a criminal trial judge in the Santa Maria Division of the 

Superior Court system.  He tried numerous serious felony trials and was nearing the 

conclusion of a case when he underwent heart surgery last week.   

 

 Judge Bullard was appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to the Santa 

Barbara County Superior Court in 2006.  He was elected for a six-year term commencing 

January 2009.  Prior to his career on the bench, he was deputy district attorney with the 

Santa Barbara County District Attorney’s Office from 1989 – 2006 and a Public 

Defender with Ventura County from 1988-89.  Ed was also a former California Highway 

Patrol Officer from 1977 – 1988.  He obtained his law degree from the Santa Barbara 

College of Law in 1987. 

 

 Presiding Judge Arthur Garcia stated that Judge Bullard will be sorely missed 

by the Superior Court “family”, especially for his leadership in the Criminal Division.  

“Ed was the anchor of our Criminal Division and tried more serious felony cases back to 

back that any other trial judge that I can recall.  He never complained about anything.  

Not only was he an outstanding trial judge with both legal and common sense, but he was 

well liked by everyone who had the privilege of meeting him.”   
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 Court Executive Officer Gary Blair remarked that Judge Bullard was a very 

friendly and kind human being who was always fair to both sides.  “It is heart-wrenching 

to lose someone of Judge Bullard’s caliber.  He was a work horse as a judge and a 

wonderful human being.  We are greatly diminished by his loss.”   

 

 Judge Bullard is survived by his wife Sandy and stepdaughter Cindy.   

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
   


